Lactoferrin: the path from protein to gene.
This review focuses on the basic research that was performed on the lactoferrin protein and gene that was conducted in my laboratory over the past 25 years. This manuscript will outline how we discovered that lactoferrin is a target gene for estrogen, and how the first mouse lactoferrin cDNA, promoter and gene was cloned. Additionally, study was further extended to investigating the human lactoferrin protein and gene. Lastly the expression of lactoferrin in various tissues of both human and rodent under various physiological conditions were examined.